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Synopsis

Tanzania has grown to be one of the top safari destinations in Africa. In this new edition of Northern
Tanzania Africa expert, Philip Briggs, focuses solely on the northern region and Zanzibar, rather
than the whole country. The guide includes extensive updates on the best accommodation in every
price bracket and reflects the trend towards small exclusive eco-friendly camps in remote parts of
the Serengeti and other reserves. There are new chapters on the North Coast and Usambara
Mountains and in-depth coverage of TanzaniaA¢a -4,¢s wildlife. Philip Briggs keeps readers

up-to-date with the controversial proposal for a highway through the Serengeti.
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Customer Reviews

‘but here he has done an outstanding job for the North. His clear style, balanced judgments and
immense knowledge alone make the book worth reading. BriggsA¢a —a,¢ love for Africa, and his
deep respect for its people, inform and illuminate the whole experience. It goes without saying that
both titles are supported by the immense apparatus of practical information we have come to expect
from this publisher. This information includes all aspects of health and safety, which leaves the
Rough Guide to Travel Survival in something of a limbo. Its coverage is universal, and no doubt very
sound, but rather thin. Bilharzia, for example, the bane of many parts of Africa, gets a mere mention,

where both Bradts give it a full page’ - Travel Africa

Philip Briggs has been exploring Africa since 1986, when he spent several months backpacking
from Nairobi to Cape Town, and first visited Tanzania. He has returned several times, researching

and authoring the first Tanzania guidebook in 1992/3, and working on all five subsequent editions.



He has visited more than two dozen African countries and written about most of them for specialist
travel and wildlife magazines including Africa Birds & Birding, Africa Geographic, BBC Wildlife,
Travel Africa and Wanderlust. He still spends at least four months on the road every year, usually
accompanied by his wife, the travel photographer Ariadne Van Zandbergen, and spends his rest of

the time in the sleepy village of Bergville, in the uKhahlamba-Drakensberg region of South Africa.

This is a very good travel guide, quite helpful at a planning stage of your trip. It contains loads of
information which you should definitely digest BEFORE you get to Tanzania, so you could ask
pertinent questions or pay attention to details you might otherwise miss. If you read it early, you may
end up changing your itinerary in order to see what intrigued you thanks to this book. | bought it as a
souvenir after the 10-day trip and regret it deeply | did not even browse it before. Well, | will have to
go back to Tanzania in few years for more in depth exploration!l like the fact that the book is
restricted to the northern, most often visited area. It is quite heavy already. | like cultural, historical,
and linguistic insight and all the practical info from immunizations to what should be in your baggage
and medical kit, to photographic tips.However, if you are looking for color photographs of all the
animals you can encounter and identify on your safari, you need a field guide and you will be
disappointed with this book. There are several, good quality, pictures (14 pages total + a 2 page
color map) showing some 15 mammals, 7 birds, 2 reptiles, and a crab, plus few landscapes and
pictures of members of three tribes, but most common animals (mammals only) are illustrated by 42
drawings, others are just described in small paragraphs. The authors specifically say you will need a
good field guide.What | don't like is the obvious ads of safari operators without a comprehensive list.
The list on page 106 contains only 16 agencies, while the advertisers’ list at the end of the book has
a few more. Does it mean they are not recommended, though allowed to advertise? We had a
wonderful experience with Safari Rangers, but this operator is not even mentioned in this guide. The
same pertains to Kitela Lodge near Gibbs Farm and one of tented camps we used. What are the
criteria for inclusion/exclusion?The maps have some flaws. There are separate airports at Arusha
and Moshi on the main color map, while there is only one there, half way in between the cities. The
small airport inside Serengeti National Park is not marked. Karatu and surroundings map (p.272)
has no Karatu marked on it. Karatu is not on the main color map either.The index could definitely be
much better. | did not find some key words like "big five" and "small five" animals, though "big five"
expression appears on one of the pictures inscriptions.l find a recommendation for women to wear
skirts rather than pants very peculiar, especially in conjunction with insect repellant advisory (ticks

included). No woman wore a skirt in our group.



This is a fine travel guide to Northern Tanzania, but its contents appear essentially verbatim in the
7th edition of the Briggs/Mclntyre "Tanzania Safari Guide" published at about the same time. Given
that the latter title has about 160 more pages, covers the entire country, and currently lists at a lower
cost on .com, it is clearly the better value. Do not be concerned that you would miss anything from
"Northern Tanzania" were you to choose "Tanzania Safari Guide" instead - it is all there. Neither will
you find extraneous information in "Tanzania Safari Guide" because of its broader coverage - the
great majority of its text is identical with that of the "Northern Tanzania" guide. Bradt and the authors
appear to have produced basically the same book with different titles in different covers. Regardless

of your objective, | recommend that you make the safari guide your guide to Tanzania.

| generally read guide books prior to a trip only. But this book was so informative, | actually packed it
along for the safari. It has excellent practical advice on money, food, health,etc, etc. But it also
contains enough historical and cultural information to put my trip into context.

A well written book on the area with lots of useful information. | almost didn’t buy a guide before | left
since | was going on a tour, but I"m glad | did. After reading about the history, economy, and politics
of the country | was educated and could have interesting conversations with the locals.

A big help for my impending trip to Africa.

My daughter used it and liked it.

Concise, well written and organized.

Used this book while on safari in Northern Tanzania. So the book fit the bill and | was very happy

with it.
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